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Texas National Texas A&M OU/National Columnist Editor North Texas SMU Big 12/Tech
vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight vs. Line Straight

New Orleans Bowl: Ark. St. (+17) vs. So. Miss Arkansas St. So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss Arkansas St. So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss So. Miss
GMAC: UTEP (+3) vs. Toledo UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP Toledo UTEP UTEP Toledo Toledo UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP UTEP
Las Vegas: BYU (+7) vs. California California California California California BYU California BYU California BYU California BYU California California California California California California California
Poinsettia: Colorado St. (+21⁄2) vs. Navy Navy Navy Colorado St. Colorado St. Navy Navy Navy Navy Navy Navy Navy Navy Colorado St. Colorado St. Navy Navy Navy Navy
Fort Worth: Houston (+3) vs. Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Houston Houston Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas
Hawaii: Central Florida (+2) vs. Nevada Nevada Nevada Nevada Nevada UCF UCF UCF UCF Nevada Nevada Nevada Nevada UCF UCF UCF Nevada Nevada Nevada
Motor City: Akron (+5 1⁄2) vs. Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Akron Akron Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Memphis Akron Memphis
Champs Sports: Clemson vs. Colorado (OFF) Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson Clemson
Insight Bowl: Arizona St. vs. Rutgers (+10 1⁄2) Rutgers Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Rutgers Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Rutgers Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St. Arizona St.
MPC Computers: Boise St. (+1) vs. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boise St. Boise St. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boise St. Boise St. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boston Col. Boise St. Boise St.
Alamo: Michigan vs. Nebraska (+11 1⁄2) Michigan Michigan Nebraska Michigan Michigan Michigan Nebraska Michigan Michigan Michigan Nebraska Michigan Michigan Michigan Michigan Michigan Nebraska Michigan
Emerald: Utah (+8) vs. Georgia Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech Ga. Tech
Holiday: Oklahoma (+3) vs. Oregon Oklahoma Oklahoma Oregon Oregon Oklahoma Oregon Oklahoma Oklahoma Oklahoma Oregon Oregon Oregon Oklahoma Oklahoma Oklahoma Oklahoma Oregon Oregon
Music City: Minnesota vs. Virginia (+3) Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Minnesota Virginia Virginia Virginia Virginia Minnesota Minnesota
Sun: Northwestern (+3) vs. UCLA Northwestern Northwestern UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA Northwestern UCLA Northwestern UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA UCLA
Independence: South Carolina vs. Missouri (+4) S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina S. Carolina
Peach Bowl: Miami vs. LSU (OFF) Miami Miami LSU LSU Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami Miami LSU LSU Miami Miami Miami Miami
Meineke Car Care: S. Florida (+51⁄2) vs. N.C. St. N.C. State N.C. State South Florida N.C. State South Florida N.C. State South Florida South Florida N.C. State N.C. State South Florida N.C. State N.C. State N.C. State South Florida N.C. State South Florida N.C. State
Liberty: Fresno St. vs. Tulsa (+7) Tulsa Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Tulsa Tulsa Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Fresno St. Tulsa Fresno St.
Houston: TCU vs. Iowa St. (+4) TCU TCU TCU TCU Iowa St. Iowa St. TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU TCU
Last week vs. line 5-3 .625 4-4 .500 2-6 .250 5-3 .625 4-4 .500 4-4 .500 5-3 .625 5-3 .625 3-5 .375
Season vs. line 140-123-2 .532 136-127-2 .517 117-146-2 .445 126-137-2 .479 124-139-2 .472 135-128-2 .513 131-132-2 .498 135-128-2 .513 134-129-2 .509
Last week, straight 6-2 .750 6-2 .750 5-3 .625 7-1 .875 6-2 .750 6-2 .750 7-1 .875 6-2 .750 5-3 .625
Season straight 196-69 .740 180-85 .679 188-77 .709 184-81 .694 178-87 .672 182-83 .687 185-80 .698 183-82 .691 189-76 .713
Predictions for the remaining eight bowl games will be in the Jan. 1 editions. Bowl schedule, 10C
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The 2005 bowl season kicks off
today and, fortunately for all pig-
skin fanatics, it does not begin and
end with the Rose Bowl. 

There are 27 games to wade
through before No. 1 Southern
California and No. 2 Texas clash
on Jan. 4, and some fortunate/
poor soul will sit through every
one of them. Nothing prepares
armchair quarterbacks for the na-
tional championship game quite
like a breakdown of Central Flori-
da’s cover-2 zone or Navy’s triple
option.

The first week will give two
Texas teams a rare chance to hog
the bowl spotlight.

UT-El Paso has not won a bowl
since 1967. If coach Mike Price’s
club beats Toledo, the program
will have its first nine-win season
since 1988. Four injured Miners
return, including senior Tyler
Ebell, a 2,000-yard career rusher.

Houston has not won a bowl
since 1980. The Cougars stumbled
down the stretch in the regular
season, winning just two of their
last four. But facing a Big 12 oppo-
nent (Kansas) should give coach
Art Briles and quarterback Kevin
Kolb all the motivation they need.

E-mail brdavis@dallasnews.com

BRIAN DAVIS’ EARLY-BOWL PREVIEW

Two Texas schools look to end long droughts

WYNDHAM 
NEW ORLEANS BOWL

Arkansas State (6-5) 
vs. Southern Miss (6-5)
7:00 today, ESPN; Sou. Miss by 17

Arkansas State doesn’t match
up well with Southern Miss, which
beat North Texas in this game last
year. The Indians average a
pedestrian 373.6 yards per game
and rank 96th nationally against
the run. Southern Miss isn’t exactly
a steel curtain, but the defense
forces turnovers (plus-13). The
game will be in Lafayette, La.,
because of Hurricane Katrina.
Pick: Southern Miss 45, Ark. St. 10

GMAC BOWL

UT-El Paso (8-3) 
vs. Toledo (8-3)

7:00 Wednesday, ESPN; Toledo by 3

SUV sales are down, but GMAC
executives are watching points go
through the roof. Over the last four
years, the winning team in this
game has averaged 50.8 points.
UTEP ranks 21st nationally in
scoring offense (33.6 points per
game), Toledo 14th (34.9). In the
regular-season finale against SMU,
UTEP quarterback Jordan Palmer
threw three TD passes but also
four interceptions in a 40-27 loss.
Pick: UTEP 45, Toledo 41

PIONEER 
PUREVISION 

LAS VEGAS BOWL

BYU (6-5) 
vs. California (7-4)

7:00 Thursday, ESPN; Cal by 7

A year ago, Cal was upset
about landing in the Holiday Bowl
after getting snubbed by the BCS.
Texas Tech smashed Cal, 45-31.
Cal’s Marshawn Lynch ranks 11th
nationally in rushing yards per
game (116.9), and Justin Forsett is
46th nationally (87.5). BYU is
awful on special teams, which
makes it tough to win the field
position battle.
Pick: Cal 27, BYU 20

SAN DIEGO CO.
CREDIT UNION

POINSETTIA BOWL

Colorado State (6-5) 
vs. Navy (7-4)

9:30 Thursday, ESPN2; Navy by 21⁄2

The Midshipmen will have
plenty of fans/servicemen from
the San Diego shipyards for this
first-year game. Navy leads the
nation in rushing yards per game
(305.2), beating down defenses
by continually changing the
running back and charging
forward. Rams QB Justin Holland
threw for 2,804 yards and 20
touchdowns this season.
Pick: Navy 40, Colorado State 21

FORT WORTH BOWL

Houston (6-5) 
vs. Kansas (6-5)

7:00 Friday, ESPN; Kansas by 3

This won’t be a cakewalk for
Kansas just because the Cougars
hail from Conference USA.
Houston QB Kevin Kolb has
thrown for more than 3,000 yards
this season. Kansas has been
lauded for its run defense, but it
gave up seven passing
touchdowns in its last three
games. Expect UH’s Art Briles, the
former Stephenville coach who
recruits kids from all over the area,
to put in some new wrinkles.
Pick: Houston 20, Kansas 10

SHERATON 
HAWAII BOWL

Central Florida (8-4)
vs. Nevada (8-3)

7:30 Saturday, ESPN; Nevada by 2

UCF’s turnaround has been
one of the best stories in college
football. The Golden Knights were
winless in 2004. This year, they
reached the Conference USA title
game. Nevada, 5-7 last season, is
riding a four-game winning streak.
UCF’s Joe Burnett averaged 32.8
yards per punt return in the last
two games and scored twice.
Nevada’s B.J. Mitchell led the WAC
in rushing (1,221 yards).
Pick: Central Florida 30, Nevada 28

DEFENSIVE PLAYER 
TO WATCH

Nick Reid
Kansas, Sr.

Reid was a major reason why
the Jayhawks’ run defense
allowed just 88.1 yards per game.
Big 12 coaches voted Reid the
league’s defensive player of the
year. Reid averages 9.6 tackles per
game and ranked sixth in the Big 12
in tackles for losses (1.18 per
game). He could be making a lot of
tackles against Houston. The
Cougars’ offense averages 456.5
yards and 29.5 points per game.

UP-AND-COMING
TEAM

Winning changes
everything

Central Florida’s board of
trustees approved funding for a $51
million stadium to be built on
campus and open by the 2007
season. “The coach is for real, the
team is for real,” UCF chairman
Dick Nunis said. That’s how much
energy has been created by the
Golden Knights’ turnaround this
season. Now UCF coach George
O’Leary needs to cap a tremendous
season with a win against Nevada. 

OFFENSIVE PLAYER TO WATCH

Marshawn Lynch
California, So.

The last two years, he has been
second fiddle in the Pac-10 to
USC’s Reggie Bush. Still, Lynch
(5-11, 215) is a budding star at Cal.
The sophomore from Oakland,
Calif., had five 100-yard games
this season, which included a
season-high 189-yard effort
vs. Oregon. He racked up 123
yards against rival Stanford and broke
the 1,000-yard barrier for the season.
Lynch also has 12 kickoff returns for
243 yards. 

COLLEGES

AUSTIN — The attorney re-
presenting Texas football players
Cedric Griffin and Ramonce Tay-
lor said Monday he has been as-
sured by the Austin Police Depart-
ment that no charges will be filed
against the players in connection
with a Dec. 10 incident in Austin’s
downtown Sixth Street entertain-
ment district.

“I was informed Sunday after-
noon by a representative of the
Austin Police Department that the
investigation of an incident on
Sixth Street in downtown Austin
on December 10, 2005, has been
concluded,” attorney Ken Oden of
Austin said.

“The department has deter-
mined that no arrests will be made
and no charges will be filed.”

Oden said the information col-
lected by the police will be for-
warded to the Travis County dis-
trict attorney’s office to determine
if any further review is necessary.

“We have not filed any charges
or arrested any individuals, but it
is still an ongoing investigation,”
Austin Police spokeswoman Toni
Chovanetz said.

Oden has said the alleged inci-
dent at about 3 a.m. on Dec. 10 was
nothing more than a “testoster-
one-charged moment of trash

talk.” Police were investigating
whether Griffin was asking people
on the street for $5 for some pizza
and whether a group of young men
who came across Griffin took of-
fense, and some words and a phys-
ical exchange may have ensued.

Oden said the men on both
sides of the exchange “have com-
municated directly and made ex-
pressions of mutual respect.”

Griffin, a senior defensive back,
and Taylor, a sophomore tailback,
are starters for Texas, which will
face USC for the national title in
the Rose Bowl on Jan. 4.

Oden said Griffin and Taylor
are in no way connected to an al-
leged assault on Sept. 4 being inves-
tigated by Austin police. In that case,
an automatic handgun was allegedly
used in an aggravated assault.

Oden said he believes Griffin
and Taylor have been questioned
by police in connection with the al-
leged Sept. 4 incident to elicit in-
formation about a separate possi-

ble suspect.
UT officials have said they

don’t believe a football player was
involved in the Sept. 4 incident.
They have also said no action will
be taken against Taylor or Griffin
based on information they have.

In an unrelated matter, Texas
receiver Myron Hardy, a sopho-
more who is redshirting this sea-
son, has been charged with a Class
A misdemeanor for carrying a pro-
hibited weapon.

According to police records,
Hardy was arrested at 2:37 a.m. on
Nov. 6 by Austin police for being in
possession of a “butterfly-style
knife” that operates like a switch-
blade, making it a prohibited
weapon. Hardy was released after
posting a $2,000 bond.

Hardy told coaches about his
arrest the following day and ap-
propriate action was taken, ac-
cording to Texas spokesman Nick
Voinis.

Hardy requested in Travis
County court that an attorney be
appointed to him. Neither Hardy
nor his lawyer could immediately
be reached for comment. Hardy,
an Austin McNeil product, ap-
peared in four games in 2004,
catching one pass for three yards
before redshirting in 2005.

E-mail chipbrown@dallasnews.com

Lawyer: UT’s Griffin, 
Taylor won’t be charged

By CHIP BROWN
Austin Bureau

Cedric Griffin Ramonce Taylor

TEXAS

Forward Dowell
will transfer

AUSTIN — Sophomore for-
ward Dion Dowell has elected to
transfer, coach Rick Barnes an-
nounced Monday.

“Dion voiced concerns about
his playing time now and in the
future within our program, and
he feels he’ll have a better oppor-
tunity to make that happen at an-
other school,” Barnes said. “We
wish Dion all the best in the fu-
ture.”

Dowell (6-6, 205), who has
withdrawn from school effective
immediately, had played in three
games this season and averaged
3.0 points and 2.3 rebounds in
15.3 minutes per contest. He
missed seven games because of an
injured right ankle sustained in
practice Nov. 18. Dowell returned
Saturday and played 14 minutes
in a loss to Tennessee.

Dowell played in 19 games as a
freshman, making seven starts
and averaging 2.1 points and 1.4
rebounds in an average of 10.4
minutes per game.

UT fell to No. 15 from No. 6 af-
ter Saturday’s loss to Tennessee.
The Longhorns (8-2) play at
home Thursday against Texas
State (1-7).

Chip Brown

Colorado QB: NCAA 
needs to protect players

BOULDER, Colo. — Colorado

senior quarterback Joel Klatt,
whose college career was proba-
bly cut one game short after he
took a vicious hit to the head from
Texas linebacker Drew Kelson in
the Big 12 title game, has a mes-
sage for the NCAA, which he calls
“a terribly run organization.”

“If they want to exploit us as
athletes and sell our jerseys and
put us on video games,” Klatt
said, “then perhaps they should
protect us on the field better, so
that we can, in the future, get that
compensation and possibly go to
the NFL.”

Klatt said he has taken hits
that would have drawn fines and
suspensions in the NFL “more
times than I can count.”

And while referees in college
football will penalize for unneces-
sary roughness, conferences rare-
ly suspend players or sanction
schools for such hits.

Maryland’s Williams 
gets extension

COLLEGE PARK, Md. —
Maryland basketball coach Gary
Williams got a new contract that
could keep him at his alma mater
for the next eight years.

The contract allows for up to
four extra years if base academic
and competitive benchmarks are
met in each of the remaining four
years of the current 10-year deal.
The current contract runs
through May 31, 2009, so the ex-
tension could lengthen the deal to
May 31, 2013.

The contract also will enable

Williams to collect bonuses if cer-
tain academic and competitive
requirements are met.

Williams is guaranteed a sala-
ry of $1.6 million for 2005-06. If
all academic and athletic incen-
tives are met, he will earn $2.3
million this season.

AROUND 
THE NATION

Arkansas State: Linebacker
Chris Littleton is expected to play
in today’s New Orleans Bowl after
the junior was arrested for alleg-
edly assaulting a law officer who
was breaking up a fight on the In-
dians’ team bus.

Louisiana College: Dennis
Dunn, who guided Evangel
Christian Academy in Shreveport
into a national high school power,
was named as the college’s foot-
ball coach.

LSU: John Ferguson, who
broadcast LSU sports for more
than 40 years, has died at 86. Fer-
guson died Saturday in Zachary,
La., where he lived. He had been
hospitalized in recent weeks for a
variety of complications from a
fall said Sunday. Ferguson began
broadcasting LSU athletics in
1946 and retired in 1987. 

Nebraska: Weak side line-
backer Bo Ruud will miss the Ala-
mo Bowl after breaking his right
arm in practice Sunday.

Southern Illinois: Assistant
basketball coach Shane Hawkins,
indicted as part of a federal inves-
tigation into a Kansas communi-
ty college’s athletic program, has
resigned.

COLLEGE BRIEFS
From Staff and Wire Reports


