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The 5 p.m. deadline came and
went without Tiger Woods and oth-
er top players, but next week’s HP
Byron Nelson Championship will at
least see the return of some old
friends.

Former champions Vijay Singh
and Fred Couples, Mike Weir, David
Toms and Davis Love III are among
those coming back after absences. 

Changes in the PGA Tour sched-
ule and uncertainty over course con-
ditions reduced the number of mar-
quee players the past two years. That
number didn’t improve with the
tournament moving back a month
in the schedule to its former slot be-
fore the Crowne Plaza Invitational at
Colonial. The Fort Worth event has a
significantly stronger commitment
list.

Eventual champion Adam Scott
was the only top-10 player in the

(No. 18) are the only other top-20
members in the field. 

Mickelson and Singh were
among the marquee players who
couldn’t fit the Nelson into their cal-
endars last year because it came two
weeks after the Masters. They will be
playing the renovated TPC Four Sea-
sons at Las Colinas for the first time.

World Ranking in last year’s Nelson.
He’s back to defend his title, having
dropped 22 spots to 32nd. There are
two top-10s this time — No. 2 Phil
Mickelson and No. 9 Singh. 

Thirteen of the top 50 in the
World Ranking — same as last year
— committed. Dallas’ Anthony Kim
(No. 15) and England’s Ian Poulter

Field set minus Woods 
HP BYRON NELSON CHAMPIONSHIP 

13 of World Ranking’s 
top 50 scheduled to play

By BILL NICHOLS
Staff Writer

brnichols@dallasnews.com

HP BYRON NELSON CHAMPIONSHIP FIELD
Brad Adamonis 
Robert Allenby 
Stuart Appleby 
Tommy Armour III 
Eric Axley 
Briny Baird 
Ricky Barnes 
Brian Bateman 
Rich Beem 
Notah Begay III 
David Berganio Jr. 
Matt Bettencourt 
Kris Blanks 
Jason Bohn 
Matthew Borchert 
Michael Bradley 
Bart Bryant 
Jonathan Byrd 
Mark Calcavecchia 
Chad Campbell 
Alex Cejka 
Greg Chalmers 
Daniel Chopra 
Jose Coceres 
Wil Collins 
Fred Couples 
Ben Crane 
Brian Davis 
Glen Day 
Brendon de Jonge 

Chris DiMarco 
Ken Duke 
Steve Elkington 
Bob Estes 
Derek Fathauer 
Brad Faxon 
Steve Flesch 
Harrison Frazar 
Robert Garrigus 
Brian Gay 
Mathew Goggin 
Nathan Green 
Scott Gutschewski 
Bill Haas 
Todd Hamilton 
Dudley Hart 
J.P. Hayes 
Bob Heintz 
J.J. Henry 
Tim Herron 
Charley Hoffman 
Charles Howell III 
John Huston 
Ryuji Imada 
Dustin Johnson 
Richard S. Johnson 
Kent Jones 
Jonathan Kaye 
Troy Kelly 
Anthony Kim 

Jeff Klauk 
Colt Knost 
Greg Kraft 
Cliff Kresge 
Matt Kuchar 
Martin Laird 
Dean Larsson 
Stephen Leaney 
Danny Lee 
Marc Leishman 
Justin Leonard 
Michael Letzig 
Spencer Levin 
Peter Lonard 
Davis Love III 
Steve Lowery 
Bill Lunde 
Jarrod Lyle 
Hunter Mahan 
John Mallinger 
Steve Marino 
Shigeki Maruyama 
David Mathis 
Troy Matteson 
Billy Mayfair 
Scott McCarron 
George McNeill 
Shaun Micheel 
Phil Mickelson 
Bryce Molder 

Ryan Moore 
Kevin Na 
James Nitties 
Joe Ogilvie 
James Oh 
Leif Olson 
Jeff Overton 
Greg Owen 
Ryan Palmer 
Rod Pampling 
Jesper Parnevik 
Corey Pavin 
Pat Perez 
Tom Pernice Jr. 
Tim Petrovic 
Carl Pettersson 
Scott Piercy 
D.A. Points 
Ian Poulter 
Aron Price 
Rick Price 
Ted Purdy 
Brett Quigley 
Jeff Quinney 
Chez Reavie 
Chris Riley 
John Rollins 
Rory Sabbatini 
Michael Schachner 
Adam Scott 

John Senden 
Webb Simpson 
Vijay Singh 
Heath Slocum 
Kevin Streelman 
Chris Stroud 
Kevin Sutherland 
Vaughn Taylor 
Nicholas Thompson 
Brendon Todd 
Peter Tomasulo 
David Toms 
D.J. Trahan 
Kirk Triplett 
Marc Turnesa 
Bo Van Pelt 
Scott Verplank 
Brian Vranesh 
Johnson Wagner 
Jimmy Walker 
Aaron Watkins
Matt Weibring 
Mike Weir 
Charlie Wi 
Tim Wilkinson 
Jay Williamson 
Dean Wilson 
Casey Wittenberg 
Gary Woodland 
Y.E. Yang

SAN ANTONIO — Paul Goydos
shot a 5-under 65 in the Texas Open to
take a three-stroke lead over three-
time champion Justin Leonard of Dal-
las and four others.

Goydos, who opened with a 63, had
a 12-under 128 total on the La Cantera
course. Leonard, tied with Goydos af-
ter the first round, shot a 68 to join
Scott Sterling (63), John Mallinger
(64), Mathias Gronberg (65) and Ted
Purdy (67) at 9 under.

Rosburg dies; first on-course
commentator: Bob Rosburg, who won
the 1959 PGA Championship and spent
three decades with ABC Sports as the
first reporter to call the shots from the
golf course, has died. He was 82.

The PGA Tour said Rosburg died
Thursday at home in Palm Springs, Calif.
He had been battling cancer, but
longtime friend Sal Johnson wrote on
his blog that Rosburg died of head
injuries after a fall.

Rosburg won six times on the PGA
Tour but achieved greater fame
through television. ABC Sports hired
“Rossie” in 1974 and had him call the

action from the course instead of in a
tower. Today, every network has
on-course reporters.

Lincicome leads LPGA event: In
Clifton, N.J., Brittany Lincicome shot a
3-under 69 on Friday to take a two-shot
lead over Suzann Pettersen and Ji
Young Oh in the LPGA Sybase Classic. 

Lincicome’s 11-under total on the
Upper Montclair Country Club was the
lowest 36-hole total on a par-72 course
on the LPGA Tour this year.

First-round leader Helen Alfredsson,
coming off a career-best 62, ballooned
to a 76 in a round that included a missed
tap-in. She was tied for fourth at
6-under with Wendy Doolan, who shot
68.

Forsman leads on Champions Tour: In
Hoover, Ala., Dan Forsman shot a
7-under 65 to take a one-stroke lead
over Larry Mize, Hall Sutton and Keith
Fergus in the Champions Tour’s
Regions Charity Classic.

The Associated Press

Goydos up by 3 over
Leonard, four others

GOLF ROUNDUP

For golf results, see Scoreboard,
9C

POST/HORSE
RICK LEE’S ANALYSIS ODDS JOCKEY TRAINER

GROSS
EARNINGS,
RACE REC.

1. Big Drama 10-1
John
Velazquez

David
Fawkes

$890,250
7-5-1-1

Was disqualified for a bumping incident in the stretch after winning a
fast renewal of the Swale Stakes, and he is the speed drawn on the rail. 

2. Mine That Bird 6-1
Mike
Smith

Bennie
Woolley

$1,791,581
9-5-1-0

May have been 50-1 in the Kentucky Derby, but he ran the final quarter in
an exceptionally quick time while drawing off to a decisive winning
margin.

3. Musket Man 8-1
Eibar
Coa

Derek
Ryan

$772,600
7-5-0-2

Followed a clear win in the Illinois Derby with a surprising third-place
finish in the Derby, and a strong subsequent work at Monmouth Park tips
his readiness.

4. Luv Gov 50-1
Jamie
Theriot

D. Wayne
Lukas

$62,896
10-1-3-1

Took 10 tries and a muddy track at Churchill Downs for him to finally
break his maiden, and his Hall of Fame trainer is dreaming.

5. Friesan Fire 6-1
Gabriel
Saez

Larry
Jones

$603,265
8-4-1-1

Was beat up and never handled the wet footing at Churchill Downs, but
the beaten post-time favorite did some sizzling work at Pimlico and has
the talent to win with a stalk-and-pounce trip.

6. Terrain 30-1
Jeremy
Rose

Albert
Stall Jr.

$512,084
8-3-1-1

Has not won a race since winning the $85,000 Mountaineer Juvenile last
summer, and his best recent race was a third-place finish behind Friesan
Fire in the Louisiana Derby.

7. Papa Clem 12-1
Rafael
Bejarano

Gary
Stute

$890,940
7-2-2-0

Failed to rate comfortably in a quality front-running fourth-place finish in
the Derby, and the reigning Arkansas Derby winner should get a
favorable trip.

8. General Quarters 20-1
Julien
Leparoux

Thomas
McCarthy

$641,735
12-3-3-1

Had an eventful trip when 10th in the Derby, but the gray colt won the
Grade I Blue Grass at Keeneland, and he recorded a fast stakes win over a
conventional dirt surface at Tampa.

9. Pioneerof the Nile 5-1
Garrett
Gomez

Bob
Baffert

$1,634,200
9-5-1-1

Had a four-race winning streak snapped when second best in the Derby,
and the Santa Anita Derby winner is remarkably consistent and keeps
the nation’s best rider.

10. Flying Private 50-1
Alan
Garcia

D. Wayne
Lukas

$193,080
11-1-4-0

Was a dull fifth in the Arkansas Derby and was simply trounced in
Louisville, and it appears his connections are determined to totally break
his confidence.

11. Take the Points 30-1
Edgar
Prado

Todd
Pletcher

$156,190
6-2-2-0

Skipped the Derby following a competitive fourth-place finish in the
Santa Anita Derby, and the front-running colt will be wearing blinkers for
the first time.

12. Tone It Down 50-1
Kent
Desormeaux

William
Komlo

$54,720
6-2-2-1

Has the benefit of a recent race over the Pimlico surface. However, the
race was a dull third-place finish in an ungraded stakes.

13. Rachel Alexandra 8-5
Calvin
Borel

Steve
Asmussen

$958,354
10-7-2-0

Is a perfect 4-for-4 in 2009, including a 20-length romp in the Grade I
Kentucky Oaks, and the immensely talented filly should beat the boys if
she holds form.

Race record: Starts-1-2-3

RICK LEE’S PICKS
1. Rachel Alexandra 2. Friesan Fire 3. Mine That Bird 4. Musket Man

SCOUTING THE PREAKNESS

she has been prepared — or not
prepared — for the Preakness.
As she was sweeping to victo-
ries in her first four starts of
2009, her trainer did not give
one minute’s thought to the
Triple Crown.

Owner Dolphus Morrison
had not even nominated her to
the series as a matter of princi-
ple. But after Rachel Alexan-
dra’s phenomenal 201⁄4-length
victory in the Kentucky Oaks
prompted owner Jess Jackson

to buy her, everything changed
overnight.

Jackson wanted to run in
the Preakness. He turned the
filly over to his regular trainer
Steve Asmussen, who could do
little more than give her a rou-
tine half-mile workout and de-
clare, “She looks beautiful.”

In the Triple Crown races,
planning matters. Trainers are
obsessive about constructing
schedules that give their horses
an optimal amount of time be-
tween races. They plan months
in advance to bring a horse into

peak form for a particular ob-
jective. Thrusting a horse into
the biggest race of his or her life
with no real forethought vio-
lates the canons of the business.

But Jackson is making this
move — correctly, I believe —
because the weakness of the
field justifies the gamble. It is
reasonable to assume that Ra-
chel Alexandra is going to de-
liver a solid performance.

The unknown quantity in
the Preakness is not the filly
but the gelding Mine That
Bird, whose victory in the Der-

by was one of the greatest rac-
ing upsets of all time. Mine
That Bird came into the Derby
with credentials so weak that
he was almost every handicap-
per’s first throw-out. He pro-
ceeded to make an electrifying
last-to-first move to win the
Derby by 63⁄4 lengths. Was this
a fluke, or did the gelding prove
he is a legitimate Preakness
contender?

My best guess is that Mine
That Bird won’t be disgraced
today, but that without the slop
and a perfect trip he won’t run

to the level of his Derby effort
and won’t be able to win. 

The filly’s most intriguing
challenger is the speedster Big
Drama, who has finished first
in his last six starts (he was dis-
qualified in one) and ran seven
furlongs this winter in an eye-
popping 1:20.88. Unfortu-
nately, that was his only start in
2009, and he will be coming
into the Preakness after a sev-
en-week layoff, and it is diffi-
cult to believe that he will be
sufficiently fit to beat the filly.

Although I almost always

look at big races from the bet-
ting standpoint, and without
sentiment, I will be rooting for
Rachel Alexandra. While many
people have criticized Jackson
for running her, I want him to
be rewarded for being venture-
some instead of taking the path
of least resistance. The sport
needs more such owners.

The sport also needs stars,
and this is Rachel Alexandra’s
chance to prove, on a national
stage, that she is one.

Andrew Beyer covers horse
racing for the Washington Post.

Filly fanatic: Here’s hoping Rachel Alexandra wins
ANDREW BEYER

Continued from Page 1C

BALTIMORE — Calvin Bo-
rel has complete confidence his
horse will win the Preakness,
the kind of certainty expected
from the Kentucky Derby-win-
ning jockey.

Except Borel won’t be riding
the Derby winner today.

He made the unprecedent-
ed decision to get off Mine That
Bird and onto Rachel Alexan-
dra, the spectacular filly who is
the 8-5 early favorite for the
second leg of the Triple Crown.

“It’s hard to leave a Ken-
tucky Derby winner,” jockey
Robby Albarado said. “You’re
the only one with the chance of
winning the Triple Crown. It’s a
hard decision to make.”

Mine That Bird is the co-
third choice at 6-1 with Friesan

Fire, the Derby wagering favor-
ite who staggered home next-
to-last on the first Saturday in
May.

“The 12 other horses are go-
ing to have to run the race of
their life or me fall off or some-
thing stupid happen,” Borel
said by phone Friday from Lou-
isville, Ky., where he took a
break from mowing his lawn to
chat.

“I just got to point her in the
right direction and she’ll get
me there.”

If that happens, Rachel Al-
exandra would become only
the fifth filly to win the Preak-
ness — the first since Nellie
Morse in 1924.

If Mine That Bird should
win and set up a Triple Crown
try in the Belmont next month,
well, Borel can take some of
that credit, too.

He has permission to help
the enemy — virtually verboten

in a major race — by talking to
Mine That Bird’s new rider,
Mike Smith. At trainer Bennie
“Chip” Woolley Jr.’s request,
Borel agreed to go over a few
things with Smith this morn-
ing.

Borel said he’s helping as a
thank you to Woolley and his
camp for putting him on his
second Derby winner in three
years. Smith comes in with his
brown eyes wide open. The
Hall of Fame jockey has ridden
in the Preakness 10 other
times, winning it with Prairie
Bayou in 1993.

What about Mine That
Bird? The fascination over Ra-
chel Alexandra’s participation
in the Preakness has taken
much of the attention away
from Kentucky Derby winner
Mine That Bird, who’s been
lumped into the same category
with 11 other colts vying to de-
feat the favored filly.

Despite residing in the most
prominent spot in the Pimlico
stakes barn, Mine That Bird
has been virtually ignored this
week. Reserved for the Derby
winner, Stall 40 has housed
Triple Crown winners Secre-
tariat, Affirmed and Seattle
Slew.

But the current Kentucky
Derby champion has barely
created a buzz. Maybe it’s be-
cause Mine That Bird was a
50-1 long shot at Churchill
Downs and is not considered to
be a strong contender to win
the Triple Crown.

Payton d’Oro wins easily:
Payton d’Oro took control early
and held off a late charge by
Bon Jovi Girl to win the Grade
II Black-Eyed Susan Stakes on
Friday. It was the fourth
straight victory for Payton
d’Oro, who led from wire-to-
wire. 

The Associated Press

In the favorite’s role
PREAKNESS STAKES | Coverage begins at 3:30 p.m. today (Ch. 5); Post time: 5:05

Derby-winning jockey
expects another win,
but on different horse

GARRY JONES/The Associated Press

Calvin Borel rode Rachel Alexandra to victory in the Kentucky Oaks and thinks he’ll win with the horse in the Preakness.


