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POST/HORSE
RICK LEE’S ANALYSIS ODDS JOCKEY TRAINER

GROSS
EARNINGS,
RACE REC.

1.Chocolate Candy 10-1
Garrett
Gomez

Jerry
Hollendorfer

$592,500
10-4-2-1

Finished well when second best in the Santa Anita Derby, and a troubled start and wet
track may have compromised his best in a fifth-place Kentucky Derby finish.

2. Dunkirk 4-1
John
Velazquez

Todd
Pletcher

$193,200
4-2-1-0

Had an unbeaten streak stopped when second behind Quality Road in the Florida Derby,
and the $3.7 million colt is lightly raced and bred to excel at this marathon distance.

3. Mr. Hot Stuff 15-1
Edgar
Prado

Eoin
Harty

$150,560
8-1-0-3

Has only a maiden victory at Santa Anita on his resume, and his only previous race on a
conventional dirt surface was a poor showing in the Kentucky Derby.

4. Summer Bird 12-1
Kent
Desormeaux

Tim
Ice

$123,040
4-1-0-1

Is a son of 2004 Belmont winner Birdstone, and his sixth-place finish in the Kentucky Derby
was a good effort. He will be wearing blinkers for the first time.

5. Luv Gov 20-1
Miguel
Mena

D Wayne
Lukas

$62,896
11-1-3-1

Represents a stable that has won four Belmont Stakes, but his only win was a maiden score
and he was passing tired horses only in the Preakness.

6. Charitable Man 3-1
Alan
Garcia

Kiaran
McLaughlin

$307,200
4-3-0-0

Is unbeaten in three races over a conventional dirt surface, and he easily defeated rivals in
the Peter Pan at Belmont Park. He may be the controlling speed.

7. Mine That Bird 2-1
Calvin
Borel

Bennie
Woolley

$2,011,581
10-5-2-0

Ran one of the fastest final quarter-miles in Kentucky Derby history, and proved his Derby
win was no fluke when producing a fast-closing second-place finish in the Preakness.

8. Flying Private 12-1
Julien
Leparoux

D Wayne
Lukas

$259,080
12-1-4-0

Had to overcome trouble in two stages of the Preakness in a surprising fourth-place finish,
and he is improving. Bred to run this far.

9. Miner’s Escape 15-1
Jose
Lezcano

Nicholas
Zito

$70,590
7-2-0-0

Followed a clear maiden victory at Gulfstream Park with a minor stakes win at Pimlico, and
trainer Nick Zito saddled Da’ Tara to an upset victory in the 2008 Belmont Stakes.

10. Brave Victory 15-1
Rajiv
Maragh

Nicholas
Zito

$110,533
9-2-2-1

Was a non-threatening third behind Charitable Man in the Peter Pan, and his only two
victories have been at sprint distances.

Race record: Starts-1-2-3

RICK LEE’S PICKS
1. Mine That Bird 2. Charitable Man 3. Dunkirk 4. Summer Bird

ADAM COGLIANESE/The Associated Press

Charitable Man, shown winning the Peter Pan Stakes at Belmont on May 9,
rates as the biggest challenger to Mine That Bird with 3-1 odds.

SCOUTING THE BELMONT

NEW YORK — A Cajun, a cow-
boy and a tough little gelding have
teamed up to make this Triple
Crown season one to remember.

In today’s Belmont Stakes, Cajun
rider Calvin Borel will be reunited
with trainer Chip Woolley’s Ken-
tucky Derby winner Mine That Bird
in an attempt to become the first
jockey to win the Triple Crown on
different horses.

Borel has guaranteed victory in
the 11⁄2-mile Belmont, and isn’t
about to back down as post time ap-
proaches.

“I said it, and I’m sticking with
it,” the jockey from St. Martin Par-
ish, La., said. “I’m confident 100
percent that he’ll win.”

Woolley, a former bareback rider
from New Mexico with the big,
black cowboy hat, loves Borel’s fear-
lessness, and was thrilled he was
available to ride Mine That Bird in
last month’s Derby.

“You’ve got to go into these big
races with a lot of confidence and
patience and belief in yourself to do
it,” he said. “He’s the perfect match.”

Borel won the Derby on the 50-1
long shot by an astonishing 63⁄4

lengths in a daring rail-rattling,
last-to-first ride. The plot thickened
when Rachel Alexandra — the filly
he rode to six straight wins — was
entered in the Preakness by new
owner Jess Jackson and Borel was
obligated to ride her.

Borel guided the filly to a one-
length win over late-charging Mine
That Bird. With Rachel Alexandra
not in the Belmont, the stage is set
for Borel to carve out his place in
thoroughbred racing history.

“Sure I want it for myself,” Borel
said. “Why not? Nobody did it. I’d
like to do it. It’s another milestone. I
want to do it for Chip, too. I’m grate-
ful he gave me an opportunity to
ride the horse back. It’s a dream,
and I’m just riding it.”

Mine That Bird is the 2-1 morn-
ing-line favorite in a field of 10 3-
year-olds, with Charitable Man the
second choice at 3-1. Son of 2004
Belmont winner Birdstone, Mine
That Bird will leave from the No. 7
post. 

Personal Triple Crowns are not
new. In 1995, trainer D. Wayne Lu-

kas won the Derby and the Belmont
with Thunder Gulch and the Preak-
ness with Timber Country.

“You almost wonder if it isn’t des-
tined for him,” Lukas said. “There
were so many decisions that had to
be made for it to fall into place for
him to get the ride back. That said,
at least he’s in a position to do it.”

Visit with Letterman: Borel
didn’t break curfew the evening be-
fore the Belmont Stakes but did ap-
pear on Late Show with David Let-
terman. The show was taped earlier
this week.

Letterman wanted to know if
Mine That Bird harbored any re-
sentment after Borel rode Rachel
Alexandra to the Preakness win.

“Now, will the horse be angry
with you because you weren’t there
for the middle jewel of the Triple

Crown? That you were out running
around with a girl?” Letterman
asked.

Borel assured the host that ev-
erything was patched up. 

Hitting town early: Trainer Jerry
Hollendorfer was in a rush to get
Chocolate Candy to New York.

Hollendorfer immediately set
his sights on the Belmont after the
colt’s fifth-place finish in the Ken-
tucky Derby. The Preakness was
never a consideration.

Hollendorfer took the unusual
step of shipping the horse to New
York only days after the Derby. “It
was suggested to us to train over at
Belmont for a while before you run
over it,” Hollendorfer said. “I didn’t
want to leave him on the road that
long but it’s worked OK so far.”

The Associated Press

141st Belmont Stakes

Borel sets sights on
tripling his pleasure

GARRY JONES/The Associated Press

With a second victory aboard Mine That Bird, Calvin Borel would
become the first jockey to win the Triple Crown on different horses.

Back on Mine That Bird,
jockey shoots for sweep

Post time: 5:27 p.m. today (Ch. 8)
Forecast: Partly cloudy, high 77

DETROIT — Call this one
the Fickle Finals.

Two games into the Stanley
Cup championship series, all
signs pointed to a redux of the
Detroit Red Wings’ six-game
triumph over Pittsburgh in last
year’s Finals. But a 51⁄2-minute
stretch in the second period of
Game 4 Thursday turned
around the series, and the
opinions of many watching it. 

Instead of carrying a 3-1
lead back to Hockeytown, the
defending champions are
locked in a 2-2 fight. Game 5 is
tonight in Detroit, and a return
to Pittsburgh for Game 6 is a
sure thing.

The home team has yet to
lose in the series.

“If you listen to what people
on the outside say, Pittsburgh
was done after two games. I
don’t think anybody in our
locker room thought that,” Red
Wings coach Mike Babcock
said Friday. “Now if you listen
to what people on the outside
say, the Red Wings are done af-
ter two games. I don’t think
that’s what we think.”

The Penguins shook off De-
troit’s 2-1 lead in the second pe-
riod Thursday in Pittsburgh,
scoring three times in a span of
5:37 — a spurt that started with
a short-handed goal by Jordan
Staal. Now the Penguins, who
overcame a 2-0 hole to knock
out Washington in the second
round, want to make that mo-
mentum stick on the road.

After the NHL crammed
the first five games into an
eight-day stretch, there will be
two days off before Game 6 and
two more before Game 7 in De-
troit, should it go the distance.

That could be what the vet-
eran Red Wings need to get
their legs back. 

“I think we were tired after
the last game,” Red Wings cap-
tain Nicklas Lidstrom said Fri-
day. “You should be tired after a
hard game like that. But we’re
feeling good today.”

The return of leading scorer
Pavel Datsyuk, who has missed
seven games with a foot injury,
would provide Detroit a major
boost.

Babcock said Friday that
Datsyuk will play. The Russian
forward nearly got back in the
lineup Thursday, after skating
in the pregame warmup, but
was ruled out again.

While the Penguins felt bet-
ter about the first two games
than they did a year ago when
they failed to score, much of the
talk was about missed opportu-
nities and bad breaks.

The chances were there, but
the goals weren’t as the Red
Wings took a pair of 3-1 wins.

Now, after two 4-2 wins in
front of a white-clad crowd
yearning for Pittsburgh’s first
hockey championship since
1992, the Penguins suddenly
look like the favorites.

“We’re no closer to the end
than they are,” Penguins coach
Dan Bylsma said. “We have two
more wins to get and we have a
tall task going into a tough
building against a very good
team who is playing well.”

The Associated Press

STANLEY CUP FINALS
(Best of 7; *if necessary)

DETROIT vs. PITTSBURGH
(Series tied, 2-2)

Day Date Result
Sat. May 30 at Detroit ...........3 Pittsburgh.........1
Sun. May 31 at Detroit ..........3 Pittsburgh..........1
Tue. June 2 at Pittsburgh.....4 Detroit...............2
Thu. June 4 at Pittsburgh.....4 Detroit...............2
Day Date Location TV Time
Sat. June 6 at Detroit Ch. 5 7:00
Tue. June 9 at Pittsburgh Ch. 5 7:00
Fri. June 12 at Detroit* Ch. 5 7:00

CHICAGO — Soldier
Field figures to resemble
Central America more than
middle America tonight
when the United States
plays Honduras in a World
Cup qualifier.

Fans wearing the white-
and-blue jersey of the Ca-
trachos were coming off
planes at O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport on Friday.
More than 50,000 advance
tickets were sold for the
match, which completes the
first half of the final round
of qualifying for the United
States.

“I think the boys, we’re
used to it,” midfielder Da-
Marcus Beasley said. “We’ve
been playing away games at
home for nine, 10 years
since I’ve been here.”

The U.S. team could use
some support right now.
Wednesday night’s 3-1 loss
at Costa Rica boosted the
Ticos (3-1-0) over the Unit-
ed States (2-1-1) into first
place in North and Central
America and the Caribbean.
Honduras (1-1-1), which is
third, was the last team to

beat the U.S. in a qualifier
on American soil, a 3-2 win
at Washington’s RFK Stadi-
um in September 2001.

That’s the only home
qualifying loss for the Unit-
ed States in 24 years, and
the Americans are 15-0-1
since then. But several key
players are unavailable.

Right back Steve Che-
rundolo is rehabbing from

hip surgery,
and backup
Frankie
Hejduk is
doubtful
because of a
groin injury
that caused
him to miss
Wednes-

day’s debacle. Forward Bri-
an Ching is out with a ham-
string injury, and
midfielder Michael Bradley
is suspended after getting
his second yellow card of
qualifying.

Conor Casey, who leads
MLS with eight goals, was
added to the roster Friday.
Jonathan Spector, sidelined
for much of the last year,
could get a start at left back
following the team’s poor
defensive effort in Costa Ri-
ca.

The Associated Press

Home field may not
be much of an edge

SOCCER | Honduras at U.S., 7 p.m. today (ESPN)

U.S. players bracing 
for hostile crowd at
World Cup qualifier

BRIAN 
CHING

As site shifts, will 
momentum, too? 

STANLEY CUP FINALS | Pittsburgh at Detroit, 7 p.m. today (Ch. 5)

Red Wings are reeling
but back home after
0-2 trip to Pittsburgh

JASON BRIDGE/US Presswire

Pittsburgh’s Jordan Staal (left), battling Jonathan Ericsson
for the puck, had a short-handed goal in Thursday’s win.


