GOSSELIN ON THE NFL

Fine lines
) | The Titans showed that they, too, can play solid
up front, pushing around the talented Vikings’
4 offensive and defensive lines in a 30-17 win. 10C
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Shock & flaw

Redskins stun Cowboys, prove NFC East rival 1sn't perfect

Cowboys/NFL coverage inside, 10-16C
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OUT OF THEIR GRASP: It was a day of unexplainables for the Cowboys. 11C answers your

ONE TO FORGET: Redskins frustrate cornerback Terence Newman. 12C COWI_OOVS questions
at 10:30 a.m. today

NOT ENOUGH: Offense looks often to T.O. but not enough to his liking. 14C dallasnews.com/sports
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Can’t exactly
count on this
defense yet

JEAN-JACQUES TAYLOR
jjitaylor@dallasnews.com
jacquestaylorblog.dallasnews.com

No excuse for
abandoning
running game

RVING — Question: Can
I we now table the RVING — Marion Barber,
discussion for a few weeks I the NFL'’s most physical
on where the Cowboys’ running back, carried the
firepower ranks in military ball eight times. Terrell Owens
history? had more carries than the
Better question: Can the electric Felix Jones.
Cowboys count? Ridiculous.
Never mind that one of the So you shouldn’t have been
NFL'’s most celebrated surprised Washington beat the

secondaries has gone four
games without an interception,
and for once we can’t even
blame it on Roy Williams.

No, the lack of forced
turnovers wasn'’t the worst of it
in a 26-24 loss to Washington
on Sunday.

Cowboys, 26-24, Sunday in its
last regular-season appearance
at Texas Stadium.

The Cowboys couldn’t run
the ball against Washington
because they didn't try. Jason
Garrett, who puts the game
plan together and calls the

Nor was givingup a plays, is better than that.
50-plus-yard pass play for the Much better.
third game in a row. He’s proved it over the last

No, this one tops them all:
On a pivotal play late in the
game, the defense makes the

two years by consistently
finding creative ways to get
players the ball in position to

stop, only to find it was over succeed and exploiting
the limit. defenses.

“We had 12 men on the After the game, I heard all
field,” Ken Hamlin said. “You of the usual excuses.

can’t have 12 people on the
field.”
No, Ken, you can’t.

You know, the ones about
playing from behind meant the
Cowboys couldn’t run the ball.

“It’s not Pop Warner,” And running only 58 plays kept
Bradie James said. “It’s the . R - the Cowboys from establishing
NFL.” P l = e : ; pr—— arunning game.

Right, Bradie. g N <= W AN A T e e S And my personal favorite:
Wade Phillips probably e S s e al R S o by AU o 2 o . : . The Cowboys took what the
figured the previous points MICHAEL MULVEY/staff Photographer  defense gave them because the
made by his safety and Redskins running back Clinton Portis breaks a tackle attempt by Cowboys linebacker Bradie James. Portis carried the ball  Redskins stacked the line of
linebacker were obvious, but 21times for 121 yards, helping Washington dominate the time of possession, 38:09 to 21:51. scrimmage, daring Dallas to

now he knows better. pass against one-on-one

“I can’t understand how two . . : - . . : coverage.

BaCk tO earth The Cowboys fell well short of their previous totals in key statistical categories against the Redskins:

players playlng the position Avg. through first three games I Sunday vs. Washington

could be standing out there,”

“The style of defense they
were playing was forcing us to

Phillips said, clearly flustered. Rushing yardage Time of possession Points Rushing yards allowed Yards per kickoff return 3 <. ihar things,” Garrett
150.7 32:54 32 84.3 291
: | I 4.
See DEFENSE page13c WM 44 W 21:51 — 24 161 143 See EXCUSES Page 14C
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DALLAS COWBOYS NEW STADIUM P \ SEASON TICKETS

OPENING 2009

Wl 2ol

-

& NOW AVAILABLE.

To learn more about 2009 ticket
opportunities or to set an
appointment for the Preview Center
/ located on the grounds of
the new stadium in Arlington call

817.404.0100

Unless you call.... You'll never know.

www.dallascowboys.com




